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as part of the Kensington Community Concert 
series on Saturday, December 14 at 7:30 p.m. (see 
p. 6); 
    ●   A special visitor joins the children at the 
10:00 a.m. worship service on Sunday, December 7; 
    ●   Making Christmas decorations for the 
Copley Y at Susan Christison’s house on Thursday, 
December 11, at 9:00 a.m. (see p. 5); 
    ●   Caroling with the KCC Sunday School and 
preschool in the Kensington community on 
Thursday, December 11, at 5:30 p.m. (see p. 5); 
    ●   Decorating the Copley Y for its community 
children’s Christmas party, on Friday, December 
12, at 9:30 a.m. (see p. 5); 
    ●   Helping at the Copley Y community party, 
on Saturday, December 13, from 8:00 a.m. to noon 
(see p. 5); 
    ●   Multigenerational mission at the Oakdale 
Heights retirement center on Tuesday, December 
16, at 2:45 p.m. (see p. 6); 
    ●   “Blue Christmas,” a service of healing and 
comfort for those suffering grief, loss, or sadness 
during this special season, on Saturday, December 
20, at 4:00 p.m. (see p. 4); 
     ●   Christmas Eve worship on December 24, 
including: 

Family ServiceFamily ServiceFamily ServiceFamily Service    
5:305:305:305:30 p.m. p.m. p.m. p.m.    

    
Musical InterludeMusical InterludeMusical InterludeMusical Interlude    

8:8:8:8:45454545 p.m. p.m. p.m. p.m.    
    

Christmas Eve WorshipChristmas Eve WorshipChristmas Eve WorshipChristmas Eve Worship    
9:9:9:9:33330 p.m.0 p.m.0 p.m.0 p.m.  ♦ 

 

December at KCC offers something for everyone – 
worship, music, fun, children’s activities, help for the 
grieving, meditation, opportunities to serve the 
community…  Look at this list and see what’s for you: 
    ●   “Hush in the Rush,” an Advent time of quiet 
meditation on Tuesday evenings at 5:00 a.m. (see p. 4); 
    ●   “Whose Birthday Is It Anyway?”  for your 
personal use during this season (see p. 6); 
    ●   Stocking stuffing party on Thursday, December 
4, from 10:00 a.m. to noon, to help prepare the 1500 
Christmas stockings that KCC provides to the Copley 
YMCA (see p. 5); 
    ●   Senior Luncheon, themed the “Kensington 
Office Christmas Party,” on December 4 at noon (see 
p. 7); 
    ●   Wrapping party at the Copley Y on Saturday, 
December 6, at 9:00 a.m., to wrap gifts (see p. 5); 
    ●   Hanging of the Greens at KCC on Saturday, 
December 6, at 9:30 a.m., right after the Men’s 
Breakfast (see p. 5); 
    ●   Christmas concert, offered by Westwind Brass 

December At KCC 
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Pastor’s Ponderings 
We are now well into the “holiday season.”  When I was 
a kid, there was an unwritten rule that what we called the 
“Christmas season” didn’t start until the day after 
Thanksgiving.  Nowadays, it seems, the “holiday season” 
starts no later than October.  Halloween, Thanksgiving, 
Hanukkah, Christmas, and New Year’s Day are all rolled 
into one big “holiday season.” 
 
The church does things differently.  The calendar of the 
Christian church, the liturgical calendar, invites us to 
experience Advent before we launch into Christmas.  
Advent is one of the most important church seasons – 
not just a pause before the big event, but a deeply 
meaningful time in its own right. 
 
Who among us isn’t waiting?  hoping?  wondering?  
Don’t we all yearn for something – some joyful 
culmination sometime in the future?  A job?  a fulfilling 
relationship?  happiness for our children?  reunion with 
lost loves?  easing of pain?  Don’t we all sometimes need 
to ponder, to reflect, to try to figure out where we have 
been and where we are going, and what it’s all about 
anyway?  Waiting, preparing, reflecting, yearning, hoping 
– these activities are what Advent is all about. 
 
Advent is the first season of the church year, comprising 
the four Sundays leading up to the twelve days of 
Christmastide.  In the church calendar, the “Christmas 
season” starts not on the day after Thanksgiving but 
rather on December 25.  And it doesn’t end on 
December 25 but continues, culminating only with 
Epiphany on January 6 when we celebrate the coming of 
the magi to honor the infant Jesus. 
 
While the secular world considers the “holiday season” 
to comprise weeks and weeks of running helter-skelter, 
for the church Advent takes a much different path.  
Observing Advent calls us to engage in counter-cultural 
activity, going against the flow.  Instead of hurrying up, 
we try to slow down.  Only if we slow down can our 
waiting, preparing, and hoping become truly authentic. 
 
We can’t force the full beauty of a flower by prying apart 
a tiny bud.  We have to slow down, adapt to the rhythm 
of its growth, let it ripen in the quietness of its own time.  
The same is true with Advent.  If we rush forward to a 
premature Christmas, we’re tearing apart the bud before 
it has the chance to develop its full meaning as a 
beautiful flower on Christmas Day. 

Waiting is tough.  We can’t do it alone; we need the 
help of our church community.  We need each other.  
We need to develop the kind of relationships that 
allow us to encourage each other to slow down, to 
reflect, and to prepare intentionally for the coming of 
Christ into our lives. 
 
There are many ways to honor the Advent season.  In 
worship services, we will light the candles of the 
Advent wreath, each week focused on the traditional 
Advent themes of hope, peace, love, and joy.  We will 
sing hymns with Advent themes, enjoying the rich 
Advent hymnody that reaches back centuries, though 
we’ll sing a carol or two on the third Sunday in Advent 
– the Sunday when the good news of Christ’s birth 
gets a sneak preview, giving us a lift from Advent’s 
reflective spirit.  We will hear Advent scriptures and 
I’ll preach sermons based on them.  Rumor has it that 
we might have a surprise visit from St. Nicholas, 
bishop of the ancient city of Myra. 
 
Perhaps you have family Advent traditions – using a 
daily Advent calendar, singing Advent hymns, offering 
an Advent prayer at mealtime or bedtime.  If not, why 
not start one?  See the resource “Whose Birthday Is It, 
Anyway?” for ideas.  It’s available in Lander Hall. 
 
Or come to “Hush in the Middle of the Rush,” a time 
for quiet reflection and contemplative prayer, 
interspersed with occasional readings and music.  For 
those who find this season to be particularly poignant 
because of losses, I will also offer “Blue Christmas,” a 
worship service designed for those who mourn. 
 
Choose something that will help Advent come to you 
with its own integrity – something that reminds you 
that it is not yet Christmas, but it is Advent.   
 
Allow Advent’s time of waiting and reflecting to 
develop its own depth for you.  Give Advent its full 
due, and your experience of the twelve days of 
Christmastide will likely be much more meaningful.  
You can celebrate Christmastide for what it is – the 
time, after Advent’s watchful call to reflect and yearn 
and wait, for full culmination in the joy of the birth of 
Christ, the hope of the world. 
 

Grace and peace, 
Bruce  ♦ 
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Kensington Community Church  
United Church of Christ 
4773 Marlborough Drive 
San Diego, CA 92116 
619-284-1129 
www.kensingtonucc.com 
info@kcc.sdcoxmail.com 
 
Rev. Dr. Bruce Larson, Senior Pastor 
John Hansen-Tarbox, Director of Music 
Nina Deering, Organist 
Connie Cleland, Preschool Director  
Donna Hanson, Administrative Assistant 
 
Chimes Editor  Katherine Larson 
Production Staff  Millie Medigovich  
   Beverly Patch    
 

Sunday worship at 8:30 and 10:00 a.m.  
All are welcome! 

Moderators’ Moment 
By now, all Church members should have received 
a letter explaining the “Situational Support 
Consultation Process” we’re undertaking here at 
Kensington Community Church.  As the letter 
explained, this review process involves confidential 
interviews and information gathering with church 
members relative to church ministry, elements of 
our Sunday services, and the general sentiment of 
the congregation.  Some of you have asked us 
specifically to address changes made in the last year 
and the Church Council decided the “Situation 
Support Consultation” was the best avenue for 
soliciting the input. 
 
Teams of laypersons and pastors from other local 
UCC churches trained in the Situational Support 
process have been conducting the confidential 
interviews since November 24 and will collate the 
feedback after all the interviews are completed 
which in turn will be presented to the Council and 
ultimately to the entire congregation.  We 
encourage everyone to participate by signing up for 
an interview on one of the scheduled dates.  An 
additional sign in sheet was created to add your 
name if the original dates and times did not work 
for you.  If necessary, we will schedule additional 
sessions.  
 
Our hope is everyone will take the time to express 
their point of view even if you think everything is 
fine just as it is.  Often times we only speak up 
when we are dissatisfied and take for granted when 
things are working well; we need to hear ALL 
perspectives.  After all, this is our church and 
needs to reflect the values, traditions and spiritual 
nourishment requested by all of its members. 
 
Thank you if you did take the time to participate 
and thank you for following through and getting 
your name added for a future session.  Please let us 
know if there is anything we can do to support you 
in your participation.  
 

Susan and Damon Curtin-Schamu 
Co-Moderators  ♦ 

A Note From The Pastor 
About The SSC 

I want to add my voice to the subject of the 
Situational Support Consultation, about which 
some of you have asked me.  First, thanks to all 
who have already contributed to it. 
 
Second, I want to urge everyone to get involved.  
Someone with whom I was talking said, “This isn’t 
for people like me.”  Oh, but it is!  We need to 
hear from as many people as possible, from the 
whole cross-section of different perspectives that 
add up to KCC. 
 
The more voices that are heard, the better the 
outcome will be.  So, please, sign up!  The church 
needs to hear from you. 

Grace and peace, 
Bruce  ♦ 

Deadline For Next Chimes 
If you would like anything included in the next 
issue of the Chimes, please get it to the church 
office or to Katherine Larson (klarson26@cox.net) 
by the end of the day on Tuesday, December 23.  
♦ 
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Lectionary Readings 
Here are the readings from the Revised Common 
Lectionary for upcoming services.  Bruce will pick 
two from this list each Sunday. 
    ●   December 7:  Isaiah 40:1-11; Psalm 85:1-2, 8-
13; 2 Peter 2:8-15a; Mark 1:1-8.   
    ●   December 14:  Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11; Psalm 126; 
1 Thessalonians 5:16-24; John 1:6-8, 19-28. 
    ●   December 21:  2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16; Luke 1:47-
55 or Psalm 89:1-4, 19-26; Romans 16:25-27; Luke 
1:26-38. 
    ●   December 28:  Isaiah 61:10-62:3; Psalm 148; 
Galatians 4:4-7; Luke 2:22-40. 
    ●   January 4:  Jeremiah 31:7-14; Psalm 147:12-20; 
Ephesians 1:3-14; John 1:(1-9), 10-18.  ♦ 

Feeling Blue?  Come To 
“Blue Christmas” 

December can be an especially difficult month for 
those grieving losses of all kinds.  All around us, voices 
tell us to be happy, and we’re not.  If this fits you, 
come to a simple service, a “Blue Christmas,” on 
Saturday, December 20, at 4:00 p.m.  ♦ 
 

“Hush In The Rush” 
Take some time to pause in the middle of your 
holiday bustle – give yourself the gift of quiet.  Come 
to the “Hush in the Middle of the Rush,” Tuesdays 
in the back of the sanctuary – drop in between 5:00 
and 6:00 p.m. We will sit silently by candlelight.  At 
intervals, an Advent-themed reading or song will be 
heard.  This setting is designed to enhance our 
attempt to slow down so that we might better reflect 
on what God is about to do in our lives and in the 
life of the world.  Arrive when you can and stay as 
long as seems right for you.  ♦ 
 

Musical Notes 
The Advent season is upon us and the Chancel Choir 
is preparing the way of the Lord with our music 
selections.  The music was chosen especially this year 
to go with the themes of the Lectionary for the four 
weeks of Advent.  
 
The first Sunday, November 30, we will sing “The 
Advent of Our God.”  It is a beautiful anthem that 
uses the words of an 18th century writer set in a 
contemporary style to tell us what the Advent season is 
about: why we celebrate and what we are anticipating. 
 
The second Sunday, December 7, we will sing an 
anthem in an Appalachian folk song style.  “I Hear the 
Prophet Calling” tells us that the prophets of the Old 
Testament foretold the coming of the Lord. 
 
The third Sunday, December 14, we will sing a lively 
piece, “Hark the Glad Sound,” which tells us to “Let 
every heart prepare a throne, and every voice a song!” 
 
The fourth Sunday, December 21, we will celebrate the 
announcement to Mary that she will give birth to the 
Messiah.  Sharon Davis and Nina Deering are 
preparing a particularly wonderful piece, a setting of 
the “Magnificat” by Randall Thompson.  The choir is 
also preparing a new setting of the popular tune, 
“Mary, Did You Know?” 
 
Come and join the Chancel Choir on Christmas Eve 
before the 9:30 service.  Many of our faithful members 
will be offering special music, starting at about 8:45 
p.m., as a prelude to the 9:30 candlelight service, “to 
make our spirits bright” and to “prepare the way of the 
Lord.” 
 
Choir rehearsals begin at 11:30 on Sunday mornings; 
all are welcome to come and sing with us! 
 

John Hansen-Tarbox, Music Director  ♦  

Advent Readings 
Looking for Advent scriptures for daily readings?  
Here are some suggestions that can carry you 
through December until Christmas Day. 
1 Isaiah 2:1-5 14 Matthew 25:1-13 
2 Isaiah 35:1-10 15 Isaiah 35:1-10 
3 Ezekiel 34:11-15 16 Luke 1:5-25 
4 Psalm 2:1-12 17 Luke 1:26-38 
5 Micah 4:1-5 18 Luke 1:39-45 
6 Micah 5:1-4 19 Luke 1:46-56 
7 Isaiah 40:1-11 20 Matthew 1:18-23 
8 Isaiah 11:1-10 21 Luke 1:57-66 
9 Zechariah 9:9-10 22 Luke 1:67-79 
10 Malachi 3:1-5 23 Matthew 3:1-3; Luke 

3:3-6 
11 Ezekiel 17:22-24 24 Luke 2:1-20 
12 Psalm 24:1-10 25 John 1:1-14  ♦ 
13 Isaiah 9:2-7   
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Copley Y Christmas Party 
More than a thousand children are expected to 
attend this year’s Copley YMCA Christmas Party, 
set for Saturday, December 13, and we need your 
help! 
 
Volunteers are needed for any and all of these 
opportunities: 
    ●   stuffing stockings on Thursday, December 4, 
from 10:00 a.m. to noon, in the KCC Conference 
Room; 
    ●   wrapping gifts at the Copley Y, 3901 Landis 
Street, on Saturday, December 6, from 9:00 a.m. to 
noon – please bring scissors, tape, and any extra 
wrapping paper you may have; 
    ●   making holiday decorations at Susan 
Christison’s house, 5317 Marlborough Avenue, on 
Thursday, December 11, starting at 9:00 a.m.; 
    ●   setting up and decorating the Copley Y space 
on Friday, December 12, starting at 9:30 a.m.; and  
    ●   welcoming children, distributing stockings, 
helping with crafts, giving gifts, serving food, 
and/or just lending a hand where needed at the 
Copley Y on Saturday, December 13, starting at 
8:00 a.m. 
 
In addition, there are a lot of ways in which your 
contributions are needed: 
    ●   to supplement the gifts that the Copley Y 
receives from Toys for Tots, your contributions – 
gift cards as well as toys – can fill the big collection 
box in Lander Hall; 
    ●   to help turn these gifts into Christmas-y 
festivity, this is also the place for your extra 
wrapping paper and tape; 
    ●   for those few extra-special gifts, your 
contributions to the Angel Tree in Lander Hall will 
add real magic to some child’s party; and 
    ●   cash donations for last-minute or 
unanticipated needs are much appreciated. 
 
Susan Christison (619-284-0162), Leslie Wells (619-
482-9541), and Kris Winter (619-284-8411) are 
leading the KCC effort.  Please contact them with 
your questions, or sign up on one or more of the 
sign-up sheets in Lander Hall. 
 
Make this a Christmas party to remember for a 
whole lot of children – and for yourself!  ♦  
 

Directions To The Copley Y 
From Kensington, take I-15 south just one exit, to 
University Avenue.  At the top of the off-ramp, go 
straight through the intersection, keeping to the 
right.   You are now on 40th Street, which runs 
parallel to I-15, and which runs straight into Landis 
Street and the Copley Y.  ♦ 

Church School/Preschool 
Caroling 

On Thursday, December 11, the church school 
classes of all ages will join the KCC Preschool for 
community caroling!   
 
We’ll gather at the church at 5:30 p.m., and then 
head out into the neighborhood to sing, followed by 
refreshments back at church.  Come join the fun!  ♦ 
 

Hanging Of The Greens 
Yes, it’s that time!  The annual Hanging of the 
Greens is set for Saturday, December 6, at 9:30 a.m., 
right after the Men’s Breakfast.    Please bring any 
old drop cloths you may have, to protect our nice 
new tile from the piney resin.  ♦ 

Christmas Eve Music 
On Christmas Eve, during the half hour before the 
9:30 p.m. service, the KCC choir, plus friends, will 
offer a musical interlude.  If you would like to be 
one of these musicians, please join in!  Just contact 
John Hansen-Tarbox at johnbtarbox@yahoo.com or 
619-501-3118.  ♦ 
 

Christmas Eve 
Family Service 

This year, KCC’s 5:30 p.m. Christmas Eve service, 
traditionally the “family service,” will be even more 
family-oriented than ever – the children will play a 
hugely important role! 
 
Individual songsters, readers, and musicians plus a 
choir of youthful “angels” will provide heavenly 
music and words, and the always-popular flannel 
board will reappear.  The Sunday School classes are 
busily practicing – any and all children are welcome!  
This is one you won’t want to miss.  ♦  
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Religious Education Board 
Three pieces of news:  first, we have revamped the job 
description for a Director of Religious Education, and 
will present it at the November Council meeting. 
 
Second, welcome to Michiko Lindsey, who has 
replaced Michael Lesniak on the RE board. 
 
Third, though we have filled the position of senior 
high Sunday School teacher (thanks, Judy!), we now 
need a junior high teacher.  Call me if you’re interested 
(619-995-4192). 

Alexis Solomon, Chair  ♦  
 

Christmas Concert 
This festive program, hosted by our own Kensington 
Community Church, will feature the Westwind Brass, 
joined by three superb singers, performing holiday 
favorites from around the world.  This concert is 
scheduled for Sunday, December 14, at 7:30 p.m. at 
KCC, with a reception afterwards at the home of Mike 
Tristany and David Urban, 5309 Marlborough. 

 
Tickets are available at Kensington Video, 4067 Adams 
Avenue (619-284-2477), for $24.  Net proceeds benefit 
Friends of the Kensington-Normal Heights Library.  ♦ 

Stewardship Update 
Warmest thanks go to the 54 families, individuals, and 
partnerships who have come forward so far with their 
pledges to support KCC and its missions!  These 54 
sets of pledgers included five who had never pledged 
before.  Of those who were repeat pledgers, over 32% 
increased their pledge from previous years.  The total 
pledged to date is $131,556. 
 
Also, special thanks to all the workers involved in 
hosting the wonderful Spud Bowl with which we 
celebrated our commitments together – Lee Howeth,  
John Loomis, Cindi McClain, Laura McClain, Mick 
McClain, Joan Wayman, and Rich Wayman. 
 
The Stewardship Committee is still collecting 2009 
pledges.  It is not too late for you to join in!  Just bring 
your pledge to church or mail it to the church office.  
If you need another pledge card, contact Rich 
(rwayman1@cox.net or 619-287-0549).  ♦ 
 

Multigenerational Mission 
Oakdale Heights Retirement Center 

All invited!  Join KCC in helping spread some holiday 
cheer with retirees at the Oakdale Heights Retirement 
Center in La Mesa.   
 
Katie Loomis’ Junior Girl Scout Troop will be 
providing craft materials, and anyone interested in 
visiting and crafting for an hour or so is welcome to 
join us.  This multi-generational fellowship will take 
place on Tuesday, December 16.  We will meet at 2:45 
p.m. at Oakdale Heights, 5740 Lake Murray 
Boulevard.  Carpools from the church can be 
arranged. 
    
If you are interested, please contact Debbie Loomis 
(debraloomis@yahoo.com or 619-563-5042).  ♦ 
 

Pledging In The Electronic Age 
Is it a nuisance to write that weekly check?  Do your 
travels sometimes make it impossible for you to give 
your offering in person? 
 
KCC offers two convenient ways to bring your 
offering techniques into the twenty-first century.  With 
your approval, we can debit your bank account directly 
on a regular basis.  Or, if you prefer, we can accept 
payments billed to your credit card. 
 
Either way, please contact Donna Hanson in the 
church office (info@kcc.sdcoxmail.com or 619-284-
1129) to set it up.  ♦ 

“Whose Birthday Is It, Anyway?” 
This free booklet contains reflections, activities, how 
to’s, and much more to help celebrate a more Christ-
centered, less consumerist holiday celebration.  It’s 
great for family discussions, alternative gift ideas, and 
other suggestions for a more meaningful season.  
Copies are available in Lander Hall.  ♦ 
 

Preschool News 
Our preschool classes are enjoying fun and the 
traditional holiday stories, art work, and lots of glitter as 
the children prepare surprises for their families.  They 
are also working on seasonal songs, talking about giving 
and receiving, and hearing the story of a very special 
birth.  See you caroling! 

Connie Cleland, Director  ♦ 
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Prayer List 
Please remember these people in your prayers: 
David Adams 
Kathleen Andrews 
Utahna Atwell 
Nancy Brest 
Carolyn Devine 
Karen Gibson 
Bob Guerra 
Alden Malachowski 
Irene Naismith 
Eddie Noah 
Penny Novak 
George Rains 
Joyce Sciascia 
Jim Toomey 
George and Pat Varnum 
The family and friends of Scott Bryan 
Those who are unemployed or experiencing financial 
hardship 
 
To get a name added to this list, please contact the 
church office (info@kcc.sdcoxmail.com or 619-284-
1129) or the Chimes (klarson26@cox.net or 619-501-
1187).  ♦ 

 

December Birthdays 
3 Jayne Neal 
4 Betty Bourda, Joslynn Burkett 
5 Eleanor Slocomb, Bill Ehlers 
6 Alejandra Jimenez 
9 Marian Nelson 
10 Sara Rosen, Dick Wayman 
13 Tony Guepin, Ross Naismith, Dorothy  
 Herbert 
16 Caitlin Choy, Jerry Cooper, Lynn Ford 
17 Paul Schroeder, Lee Howeth 
18 Susan Christison 
20 Erin Dupree 
21 Helen Vreeland 
22 Cecil Simpson 
23 Jay Neal, Wu Yi So 
25 Mark Hoops 
26 Sarah Jenks 
27 Marie Cooper 
30 Daniel Stone Andrews 
31 Nancy Keller 
 
If your name, or the name of someone you love, 
should be added to this list, please let Donna know 
at 619-284-1129 or info@kcc.sdcoxmail.com.  ♦ 

Carol Service Planned 
On Sunday, December 28, KCC will enjoy a special 
treat:  Music Director John Hansen-Tarbox will lead 
both services in a glorious festival of Christmas 
carols!  Come prepared to warble “good tidings of 
great joy.”   
 
Pastor Bruce Larson will be away from December 26 
to January 2, taking the last week of his 2008 
vacation allowance to visit family in Michigan.  If 
you need pastoral care in his absence, please call Rev. 
Alexis Solomon (619-995-4192).  ♦ 

Thank You, Apostolic Church! 
Members of the Apostolic Church have been hard at 
work in recent weeks:  stripping and waxing the floor 
in Lander Hall, cleaning those acres of carpet in the 
Sanctuary, and refinishing the scarred old top of the 
communion table.  Heartiest thanks for this 
generous donation of many thousands of dollars 
worth of services!  ♦ 

Senior Luncheon 
All senior members and friends of KCC are invited 
to the next Senior Luncheon, scheduled for noon on 
Thursday, December 4 – especially handy for you to 
volunteer to help stuff stockings for the Copley Y 
(see p. 5), and then come enjoy the fun! 
 
John Hansen-Tarbox has planned a great program, 
with a theme of “Kensington Office Christmas 
Party.”  Wear your most cheerful holiday finery!  ♦ 

Men's Breakfast 
Those who enjoyed – and those who were sad to 
have missed – the November Men’s Breakfast and 
Brock Allen’s presentation on “Second Life” will 
want to be sure to attend the breakfast on Saturday, 
December 6, at 8:00 a.m.    
 
We’ll examine “Spore,” a new video game that 
extends god-like powers to players who create 
imaginary life forms, foster civilizations, and 
engineer planets.  Then we’ll continue our 
discussion of questions that games like this raise 
about the nature of reality and God.  ♦ 
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