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Kensington 
Community 
Church UCC 

Holy Week, Resurrection 
Almost Here! 

The eight days from Palm/Passion Sunday through to 
the glory of Resurrection include some of the most 
important days in the church calendar.  Here’s how to 
celebrate them at KCC: 
 
Palm/Passion Sunday 
This roller-coaster day starts with glad hosannas and 
waving of palms, and then soars down into the valley 
of the shadow of death with the liturgy of the passion.   
 
On April 5, the 8:30 a.m. service will include the 
palms and a version of the passion liturgy, while the 
10:00 service will feature the full experience of palms, 
hosannas, and then the journey to Gethsemane.  Plan 
to meet out on the patio for our palm-waving parade. 
 
Maundy Thursday 
Starting at 6:30 p.m. on Thursday, April 9, we will 
share a simple supper in Lander Hall, and then 
continue at the table with Communion, breaking 
bread and sharing the cup as Jesus did with his 
disciples.  (See p. 6 for how you can help.) 
 
Then we move to the sanctuary for a Tenebrae 
service, alternating readings and music as the shadows 
lengthen into darkness. 
 
Resurrection Sunday 
Resurrection!  Alleluia!  Come rejoice at the simpler 
8:30 a.m. service or with full-throttle choir and lilies at 
10:00 a.m. on April 11. 
 
The whole experience has more meaning if  
you travel the whole journey from palms to  
cross to empty tomb.  Come and worship! ♦ 
 

Easter Egg Hunt For Young 
And Young At Heart 

On Saturday, April 11, all who enjoy a frolic are 
invited to Beth and Tony Guepin’s, 4165 Palisades 
Road, San Diego. 
 
At 9:30 a.m. the Easter bunny is expected to provide a 
great opportunity for photos and fun.  Then, at 10:00 
a.m., children are invited to hunt for eggs.  Groups of 
children will be separated by age group, so there will 
be plenty of eggs and plenty of fun for all. 
 
This time-honored frolic involves much generous-
spirited work by Beth and Tony and by an energetic 
group of volunteers led by Mary Gutierrez.  (See p. 6 
for how you can help.)  Thanks to all for their efforts!  
And, kids – enjoy the fun!  ♦ 
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Pastor’s Ponderings 

In the aftermath of considering and declining 
the Church Council’s proposal that I resign 
(see p. 3), I have been thinking a lot about the 
nature of the church and related matters.  
These are some of the questions that I have 
been thinking about: 
 

• What is Kensington Community 
Church?  

 
• What is the purpose of the church, or 

what are its purposes? 
 

• To whom does KCC belong? 
 
In general, what does it mean to be “church” 
together?  Does it mean worshipping God?  
Fellowship?  Being with people whom we’re 
used to?  Welcoming others? 
 
What do we do when what makes some of us 
comfortable makes others of us uncomfort-
able? 
 
Do we always have to agree with each other?  
What happens when we don’t?  What do we 
do with disagreement?  Can we live with it?  
Discuss it civilly?  Learn from each other?   
 
I’m reminded of the saying attributed to 
Frank Clark:  “We find comfort among those 
who agree with us, growth among those who 
don’t.” 
 
This church – along with all churches and 
related bodies of the United Church of Christ 
– is bound together by covenant.   
 
I understand covenant as the “glue” of the 
church as the Body of Christ – you, me, each 
of us, striving to worship and live out Christ’s 
call together.   
 
I also understand covenant to bind the pastor 
and each individual member of the 

congregation – each of us, all of us. 
 
Covenant is not like-mindedness.  Covenant is 
the promise to each other and to God that we 
relate together in light of seeking to discern 
God’s will. 
 
So, then, more questions: 
 

• Does KCC have a vision for the future?  
If so, what is it?  If not, why not?  Where 
is the church headed? 
 

• How can we best help ourselves and each 
other move into a framework where we 
engage each other, learn from each other, 
grow with each other? 
 

• How does God factor into all this? 
 
I invite you to ponder these questions with me.  
We have a wonderful opportunity to explore 
them together, prayerfully and lovingly and open-
heartedly.  May God help us as we do.   
 

Grace and peace, 
Bruce  ♦ 
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Pastor’s Letter To 
Congregation 

On Wednesday, March 11, Pastor Bruce Larson sent a 
letter to the congregation which began, “Last week, two 
representatives of the Church Council approached me.  
They said that Council had decided that the Situational 
Support Consultation (SSC) report, which Council itself 
had initiated and which had been presented to Council 
on February 2, was completely unhelpful.  They told me 
that Council had decided, instead, to offer me a buyout if 
I would agree to resign.  I have declined the Council’s 
offer.” 
 
The letter continued by describing the covenantal nature 
of the relationship between pastor and congregation, and 
by urging Council to: 
 
“1. Have the SSC team present the SSC report to the 
congregation for information, discussion, and 
suggestions for Council to consider in helping to move 
forward. 
“2. Secure a facilitator to lead the Council and pastor to 
clarify the issues/suggestions raised in the SSC report 
and from the congregational meeting (both issues related 
to the pastor and issues related to the congregation 
and/or Council) and then develop a plan to deal with 
them.… 
“3. The ideal plan developed would have specific actions 
and a timeline to help everyone keep on track.  Council 
and pastor would monitor progress monthly.” 
 
The letter ended by quoting from the KCC Constitution 
and Bylaws, which provide that the purposes of the 
church include “provid[ing] courage and strength in 
times of stress and sorrow,” and “manifest[ing] the love 
of God in all we do toward all people.”  It added, “For 
me, and probably for others in this church, this is a time 
of ‘stress and sorrow.’  May it also be a time when we 
give each other ‘courage and strength,’ and join together 
‘to manifest the love of God in all we do’ toward each 
other and all people. 
 
“And may the strong wind of the Holy Spirit blow the 
cobwebs of fear out of all the dark corners of our lives.  
And may the bright light of the risen Christ shine upon 
us all.” 
 
For a copy of the letter, please call Donna in the church 
office (info@kcc.sdcoxmail.com or 619-284-1129).  ♦ 
 

Kensington Community Church  
United Church of Christ 
4773 Marlborough Drive 
San Diego, CA 92116 
619-284-1129 
www.kensingtonucc.com 
info@kcc.sdcoxmail.com 
 
Rev. Dr. Bruce Larson, Senior Pastor 
John Hansen-Tarbox, Director of Music 
Nina Deering, Organist 
Connie Cleland, Preschool Director  
Donna Hanson, Administrative Assistant 
 
Chimes Editor  Katherine Larson 
Production Staff  Millie Medigovich  
   Beverly Patch    
 

Sunday worship at 8:30 and 10:00 a.m.  

All are welcome! 

Lectionary Readings 
Here are the readings from the Revised Common 
Lectionary for upcoming services.  Bruce will pick 
two from this list to use each Sunday. 
    ●  March 29:  Jeremiah 31:31-34; Psalm 51:1-12; 
Hebrews 5:5-10; John 12:20-33. 
    ●  April 5:  Isaiah 50:4-9a; Psalm 31:9-16 or 
118:1-2, 19-29;  Mark 11:1-11 and 14:1-15:47.  
    ●  April 12:  Acts 10:34-43 or Isaiah 25:6-9; 
Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24; 1 Corinthians 15:1-11; John 
20:1-18 or Mark 16:1-8. 
    ●  April 19:  Acts 4:32-35; Psalm 133; 1 John 
1:1-2:2; John 20:19-31. 
    ●  April 26:  Acts 3:12-19; Psalm 4; 1 John 3:1-7; 
Luke 24:36b-48.  
    ●  May 3:  Acts 4:5-12; Psalm 23; 1 John 3:16-
24; John 10:11-18. 
 
In addition, readings for Holy Week include John 
12:1-11 (Monday); John 12:20-36 (Tuesday); John 
13:21-32 (Wednesday); John 13:1-17, 31b-35 
(Thursday); John 18:1-19:42 (Friday); and Matthew 
27:57-66 or John 19:38-42 (Saturday).  ♦ 
 

Deadline For Next Chimes 
If you want anything included in the next Chimes, 
please get it to the church office or Katherine 
Larson (klarson26@cox.net) by Friday, April 24. ♦ 
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KCC’s Prayer Ministry 
Welcome 
We welcome Virginia Lantry and Mark Hoops to the 
Prayer Ministry, and invite you, too, to join us on 
Tuesday mornings.  If you are unable to join us at that 
time but would still like to participate, a new electronic 
prayer ministry is coming soon. For those without 
internet access, we suggest that on Tuesdays you pray 
for the people listed in the weekly Sunday Bulletin or 
in the monthly Chimes Prayer List. 
 
What We Do 
The group has been exploring what prayer means to 
us as individuals, the value of different forms of prayer 
and how prayer affects our spirituality. We also join 
our voices in prayer for those on the prayer list. 
 
New Meeting Day and Time 
The prayer ministry meets from 11:00 a.m. to 12:00 
noon every Tuesday. Please join us whenever you can. 
 
Electronic Prayer Ministry 
It’s coming; details will be released as soon as it’s up 
and running. 
 
Prayer Requests 
All prayer requests are welcome. You can give them to 
Bruce or Donna at the church (619-284-1129, 
bruce@kcc.sdcoxmail.com, or info@kcc.sdcoxmail 
.com) or to me (jenniferLn81@gmail.com or 619-269-
9568).  If you leave a message, be sure to include your 
name along with the request. 
 
Prayer Request Cards may be found at the back of the 
church or in the office.  Please be sure to circle on the 
card if you want the request kept private or listed in 
the church bulletin.  Private requests will only be 
shared with the Prayer Ministry.  The cards may be 
placed in the offering plate or left in the office. 
 

Jennifer Negre 
KCC Prayer Ministry  ♦ 

Women’s Retreat Planned 
San Diego’s UCC Partnership Churches are offering 
a special spring retreat for women from Friday, 
April 24, to Sunday, April 26.  This retreat, to be 
held at Pilgrim Pines Camp and Conference Center 
(39570 Glen Road, Yucaipa), promises to be a 
wonderful time for growth, learning, connection, 
and of course sisterhood.  Also massages!  All 
women and their friends are invited.  For more 
information, please contact Cathy Stephenson (619-
583-6559).  ♦ 
 

UCC Events 
Conference Gathering 
On June 5 and 6, the Southern California-Nevada 
Conference of the UCC will offer its annual 
gathering – workshops, keynoters, artists, youth 
activities, and more – in Claremont.  It would be 
great if a car-load could attend from KCC!  For 
details on the exciting offerings, see http://www. 
scncucc.org/Annual%20Gathering/aghome.htm. 
 
General Synod 
Come join about 3,500 fellow members of the 
United Church of Christ in Grand Rapids, Michigan, 
from June 26 to 30, for the 27th General Synod.  
Besides an array of speakers, choirs, workshops, 
Bible study, and an outdoor festival, there will also 
be recognition of outgoing General Minister and 
President Rev. John Thomas and the election of 
new officers to the UCC’s governing Collegium.  An 
expanded youth program and adult service projects 
will be offered.   
 
If you’re interested, KCC has funds to help with 
expenses.  Please see Pastor Bruce Larson (619-284-
1129 or bruce@kcc.sdcoxmail.com) for more 
information.  ♦ 

Clean-Up Thanks 
Heartiest thanks to all who participated in the clean-
up of KCC’s downstairs storage room!  Thanks to  
all those who came to identify and sort out their 
stored items, and extra-special thanks to the five 
people who worked hard for hours to sift, toss, 
organize, re-shelve, and straighten:  Mike Burnett, 
Sheryl Chaffee, Connie Cleland, Damon Curtin-
Schamu,  and leader Tony Guepin.  ♦ 

“Confluence” Available 
Copies of this UCC/Disciples of Christ newsletter 
for gay, lesbian, bisexual, and transgender concerns 
are available in Lander Hall.  ♦ 
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Heritage Builders 
As stated in last month’s Chimes, the Stewardship 
Committee will describe various giving 
opportunities available to members.  This month’s 
topic is deferred or estate giving.   
 
Deferred giving provides resources to Kensington 
Community Church to continue its ministry and 
mission for future generations.  It is an example of 
the modern term, “Play it forward.”  Also, it can be 
a thank you and a demonstration of faith to God 
for all of God’s generosity – “re-gifting” God’s 
abundance back to God.   
 
Many types of assets can be contributed in whole 
or in part to KCC, including profit sharing, stock 
bonus, 401(k), 403(b) or individual retirement 
account (IRA) plans.  These types of assets would 
be assessed income and estate taxes if left to heirs – 
taxes that could take away up to 65% of their 
value.  Contributing the assets directly to KCC 
would avoid this.   
 
One easy way to leave KCC a deferred gift is to 
make KCC a beneficiary of your bank/checking 
account, mutual fund or certificates of deposit.    
Church members can donate to KCC in their wills 
or trusts too.   
 
The Stewardship Committee is campaigning to 
enroll new members into the Heritage Builders, a 
group formed to acknowledge and celebrate 
anyone who has included KCC in their will or 
estate planning.  Anyone who honors KCC with a 
legacy gift will become a lifetime member of the 
Heritage Builders.  There is no minimum amount 
required.  The annual appreciation dinner is coming 
up in early May, so there is still time to join and 
participate in the dinner. 
 
If you have any questions or want to pledge a 
deferred gift, contact Rich Wayman at 619-287-
0549 or rwayman1@cox.net. 
 

The Stewardship Committee: 
Bob Apgar  Mick McClain 
Lee Howeth          Rich Wayman  ♦ 

 

Prayer Shawl Ministry 
A knitting circle is now meeting at KCC on Tuesdays 
at 6:00 p.m. to knit and crochet for self-improvement 
and community gifting.  To join, just come; or call 
Susan Leonard at 619-284-2135.  ♦ 

Kensington Concert Series 
The schedule is out for the Spring 2009 series:  Trio 
Point Loma playing Haydn, Fauré, and Brahms on 
Sunday, May 17 at 3:00 p.m.; “Swell,” a smaller vocal 
ensemble from the Gay Men’s Chorus of San Diego, 
performing popular favorites on Saturday, May 30, at 
5:00 p.m.; and Rita Cantos Cartwright (mezzo 
soprano) with Robert Macleod (piano) performing 
musical gems on Sunday, June 14, at 5:00 p.m. 
 
The May 30 concert will be offered in the lovely 
garden of our own Amy and Kevin Winn!  For more 
information, see Ron Morebello or www.kensington-
concertseries.com; for tickets, go to Kensington 
Video, 4067 Adams Avenue.  Net proceeds benefit 
the Kensington-Normal Heights Friends of the 
Library.  ♦ 

Missions Moments 
Interfaith Shelter Network 
On March 10, KCC provided overnight supervision 
and a home-cooked meal for the 12 adults 
participating in this year's program. It was, as always, a 
rewarding experience and a pleasure getting to know 
the participants. Their stories are encouraging, 
enlightening and full of hope.  
 
This marks our fourth year helping First United 
Methodist Church Mission Valley, the host church, 
with the program. Thanks to their great support staff 
for the opportunity to serve. Special thanks to Susan 
Christison, Bruce Larson, Carla Mathison, Rebecca 
McKenney, and Mallie Odle for the food. It was a hit! 
  

Facelift  
This great neighborhood development program is 
back by popular demand.  It looked like it might not 
happen, but we are now on for Saturday, June 6.  
Mark your calendars!  Don't miss this great 
opportunity to step up and help your neighboring 
community spruce up.  Sign up sheets will be available 
in mid-April, and more information will follow.  ♦ 
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April Birthdays 
1 Olivia Chaffee 
5 Florence Clark, Dude Stephenson 
6 Don Treyz 
7 Barbara Radcliffe, Joycelyn Schroeder, Marjie  
 Wilson 
8          Sofia Jadloc 
11 Cathy Stephenson, Patrick Trempe-Thomas 
14 Jessie Brimhall, Eleanor White 
15 Michael Wais 
18 Robert B. Apgar 
19 Julia Keller, Amy Neal 
20 Tyler Lowe 
22 April Neal 
23 Julia McKenney 
24 Katherine Larson 
25 Jim Ward 
26 Karen Zobel 
30 Susanne Sapier   
If your name, or the name of someone you love, 
should be added to this list, please let Donna know 
at 619-284-1129 or info@kcc.sdcoxmail.com.  ♦ 

All-Church Breakfast 
Start the Palm/Passion Sunday parade of palms off 
right by enjoying food and fellowship at the all-
church breakfast, offered between the services 
starting about 9:15, on Sunday, April 5.  ♦ 

Men's Breakfast 
The men will meet for a good breakfast and good 
talk on the first Saturday in April, the 4th, at their 
usual time of 8:00 a.m.  ♦ 
 

Volunteer Opportunities 
Maundy Thursday 
Maundy Thursday at KCC is special – a simple 
supper together that culminates in communion, 
followed by a candlelight Tenebrae.  But all that 
specialness needs your help!  Can you set up?  Bring 
vegetarian soup or bread (no nuts)?  Read scripture?  
Snuff candles?  Clean up?  Please see the sign-up 
sheets in Lander Hall, or call the church office at 
619-284-1129.   
 
Egg Stuffing 
Want to help put candy into plastic eggs for the 
Easter egg hunt?  Come to church on Wednesday, 
April 8, from 10 a.m. to noon.  Adults only, please. 
 
Candy Donation 
That candy needs to come from somewhere…  
Please put your bags of small candy items in the 
marked box in Lander Hall. 
 
Sharp HospiceCare 
Caring, compassionate teens and adults are needed 
to work with the terminally ill and their families.  For 
information, call Camelia McRae Gower at 619-667-
1900.  ♦ 
 

Prayer List 
Please remember these people in your prayers: 

David Adams 
Kathleen Andrews 
Robert Apgar (the elder) 
Utahna Atwell 
Betty Bourda 
Nancy Brest 
Judy Cagel 
Wayne Cagel 
Noriko Cook 
Don Davis 
Rensey Durham 
Betty Generoli 
Karen Gibson 
Bob Guerra 
Lowell Hansen 
Bertha Lander 
Kimberly Larsen 
Luciana 
Alden Malachowski 
Alice Marcoux 
The Naismith family 
Eddie Noah 
Penny Novak 
Danelle Parker 
Marion Peterson 
Ann Schroder 
Joyce Sciascia 
Jim Toomey 
Barbara Underwood 
This community, and those experiencing 
financial hardship 
 

To get a name added to this list, please contact the 
church office (info@kcc.sdcoxmail.com or 619-284-
1129) or the Chimes (klarson26@cox.net or 619-501-
1187).  ♦ 
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Your Name:__________________________________________ 

Your Phone: _________________________________________ 

Number of Lilies Ordered _______________________________ 
 

Please circle one: 
IN MEMORY OF…     [or]     IN HONOR OF… 

_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________ 

(Complete as you wish your dedication to appear in the bulletin) 
 

If you would like to donate your lilies to one of KCC’s shut-ins, please check here.____ 
 

Please make your check payable to Kensington Community Church 
 

Return this form and your check to: 
Kensington Community Church UCC 

4773 Marlborough Drive 
San Diego, CA 92116 

 
Questions?  Ask Administrative Assistant Donna Hanson, 619-284-1129 

 

On Easter Sunday, April 12, 
the sanctuary will once again 
be filled with beautiful Easter 
lilies.  If you would like to 
place an order, please complete 
the form below and return it 
with your check to the church 
office.  The cost per plant is 
$10.00, and you may take yours 
home after the 10 a.m. worship 
service on Easter Sunday. 

Order deadline: 
 Sunday, 

April 5 
 

Last Chance:  Order Now! 

Easter Lilies 
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Kensington Community Church UCC 
4773 Marlborough Drive 
San Diego, CA 92116-2513 
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