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June 11, 2008

What Do You Think?
Congregational Input On Scope Of
Director of Religious Ed & Programs

A survey has been created by the Church Council to
solicit your input on what you would like to see as the
primary responsibilities for the position of Director of
Religious Education and Programs. A copy is
included with this issue of the

What is included are past, present and requested
responsibilities along with space for you to add any
additional information. There will be copies available
in the Church office and after the Sunday services on
June 15. We will also be sending the survey via e-mail
to those members who would like to complete the
survey online through Survey Monkey.

The deadline for completing the survey is June 30.
Thank you ahead of time for providing us with this
needed information.

Damon and Susan Curtin-Schamu
Co-Moderators ¢
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Memorial Day Successes
Congratulations to all who made the annual
Memorial Day festivities at KCC such a big
success!

Mike Trempe, Chair of the Events Committee,
spearheaded a mighty effort that culminated in a
hugely successful pancake breakfast, feeding
several hundred parade-goers with pancakes,
sausages, eggs, cereal, oranges, and other delights.
A score of volunteers came eatly, stayed late, and
had fun in between — thanks to alll

Jim Ward, Abel and Mary Gutierrez, Alexis
Solomon, and the youth group staffed barbecue
sales outdoors, which picked up where the
pancakes left off. Hot dogs, hamburgers, veggie
burgers, and all sorts of accompanying treats fed
the crowds that cheered the parade. Another score
of volunteers came early, stayed late, and had fun
in between — thanks to all!

Then there was the parade itself. Highlights
included two particularly popular awards: First
Place in the “Kids’ Organizations” category went
to the Kensington Community Church Preschool,
and First Place in the “Classic Cars” category went
to the San Diego Woodies Club, led by our very
own Co-Moderator Damon Curtin-Schamu.
Congratulations to alll

Damon also received many congratulations in his
capacity as chair of the Building Committee, as did
architect Steve Davis. Memorial Day was the first
day that KCC’s new front entrance and patio could
be seen and used, and the whole community was
deeply impressed. It looks wonderful, and
wonderfully welcoming. Congratulations to alll 4
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Pastor’s Ponderings

We’ve all been there. We’ve had a busy day. We’re
tired. We’re hungry. And we’re in a meeting, a meeting
that goes on and on and on and on. Someone talks and
talks and talks; or, there’s so many agenda items, and
each one demands so much discussion, that it seems like
an eternity will be needed to address them all. So it’s
easy to understand why we can develop a hesitant
attitude about meetings. Our attitude is based on
experience.

Let’s step back for a moment. How many meaningful
interactions do you have with another person or group
each day? A conversation, perhaps? An email
exchange? And, on the other hand, how much of your
day is filled with relatively superficial interactions? My
hunch is that most of us have lots of the latter and few,
if any, of the former on any given day.

Is it any wonder, then, that, when it comes to getting
together for a meeting, we might be a little rusty? Not
know for sure how to contribute? Not cleatr what a
meeting is supposed to accomplish?

Besides being hesitant about meetings in general because
of bad previous experiences, many of us also suffer
from subtle cultural messages that push us away from
feeling good about meetings. From pop culture to
advertising media, we live surrounding by an emphasis
on individual choices, by assertions that we can and
should be free from responsibility to anyone else but
ourselves.

Of course, there’s some truth to this, as there is to most
advertising. We do have responsibility for our own
decisions. But we don’t live in 2 vacuum! We live a
social milieu composed of many different kinds of
relationships, and if we are to be healthy human beings
all of these relationships need attention and interaction.
That is especially true in the church community.

So how about considering a meeting as subversive
activity? When we meet for a specific task, we subvert
the ideology which teaches that only individualism
matters and that responsibility to others is illusory.
Instead, when we meet, we affirm our need for
community.

But, especially in the church setting, good meetings

don’t just happen. Meetings are a special kind of
human activity that demands a special set of skills.
Leading a meeting is a challenging task; participating
can be equally challenging. It’s not something that we
can just waltz through without a fairly clear set of
expectations about the outcome.

The purpose of a meeting is to accomplish
something(s), usually to make decisions and to establish
responsibility for the carrying-out of the decisions
made. Good meetings produce good decisions. And
good decisions encourage people to contribute their
ideas and energy to help nurture the decisions into
reality. Here are some pointers to keep in mind to help
meetings produce good decisions:

e Be clear about what the meeting intends to
accomplish.

e Actively listen before speaking. Ask clarifying
questions when you are unclear about what is
being discussed or decided.

e Make sure that each member has had a chance
to express her/his feelings, ideas, or opinions
before each decision.

Everyone involved has to put out some energy in order
for the meeting to go well. When this happens, a good
meeting can be exhilarating]

Wasn’t it wonderful to see so many people remain after
the congregational meeting on June 1? Granted, the
meeting was short and food was served. Yet, when I
reflected later on so many of us talking around the
tables long after the meeting was over, I was reminded
how important a good meeting is to the development
of community. When we experience a good meeting,
we are energized to interact with each other even more.
Amazing!

So we meet. We meet to affirm our desire to
deliberate, discuss, and discern together matters of
importance. When we meet, we affirm that together
we stand a better chance of being stronger, wiser, and
more faithful than any of can be by ourselves. So we
meet. And we discuss. And we decide. Through it all,
we experience community, one mote step on our
journey with each other and God.

Grace and peace,
Bruce ¢
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Liaisons

A Message From The Trustees
Have you ever wondered whom to contact about the
various aspects of our church facilities? The Board of
Trustees (who is responsible for facilities and
finances) has made it easier by identifying a “liaison.”
This will help the staff focus on their responsibilities
and spread the workload out a bit. Please be gentle
on these folks — most of them are volunteers.

Our current liaisons are:

e Apostolic Church/Landscaping — Bruce Larson
(619-284-1129)

® Building Use — Amy Winn (619-516-44806)

® C(leaning Services — Amy Winn (619-516-4480)

e Finance/Budget — Jay Trischman (858-312-
1342)

e Kitchen/Safety —Tony Guepin (619-282-9749)

® Property Management — Carolyn Davis (619-
284-1095)

® Technology/Website — Brendan McCarthy
(619-284-5207)

e Wedding Liaison — Debra Dupree (619-280-
8993)

If you have questions or issues about any of these
areas, please contact the appropriate liaison. ¢

Kensington Community Church
United Church of Christ

4773 Marlborough Drive

San Diego, CA 92116

619-284-1129

www.kensingtonucc.com

info@kcc.sdcoxmail.com

Rev. Dr. Bruce Larson, Senior Pastor
John Tarbox, Director of Music
Nina Deering, Organist

Connie Cleland, Preschool Director

Donna Hanson, Administrative Assistant

Katherine Larson
Millie Medigovich
Beverly Patch

Editor
Production Staff

Sunday worship at 8:30 and 10:00 a.m.
All are welcome!

Three Baptized!

Congratulations to:

® Johnathan Drew Kreisel Noah, son of Eddie
and Karla Noah, step-grandson of Bob and Vicky
Apgar, step-great-grandson of Bob and Helen Apgar;

e Maximilian Edward Wayne Noah, son of Eddie
and Karla Noah, grandson of Bob and Vicky Apgar,
great-grandson of Bob and Helen Apgar; and

® Corban James Boyles, son of James and Lauren
Boyles, great-nephew of Bob and Vicky Apgar, great-
grandson of Bob and Helen Apgar.

These three youngsters were baptized on Sunday,
June 8, and welcomed into the household of God.

Pastor Named Convenor
Congratulations to Pastor Bruce Larson, on being
named Convenor of the San Diego United Church of
Christ Partnership churches! 4

Lectionary Readings
Here are the readings from the Revised Common
Lectionary for upcoming services. Bruce will pick
two from this list each Sunday.

® June 15: Genesis 18:1-15 (21:1-7) or Exodus
19:2-8a; Psalm 116:1-2, 12-19 or 100; Romans 5:1-8;
Matthew 9:35-10:8 (9-23).

® June 22: Genesis 21:8-21 or Jeremiah 20:7-13;
Psalm 86:1-10, 16-17 or 69:7-10, (11-15), 16-18;
Romans 6:1b-11; Matthew 10:24-39.

® June 29: Genesis 22:1-14 or Jeremiah 28:5-9;
Psalm 13 or 89:1-4, 15-18; Romans 6:12-23;
Matthew 10:40-42.

® July 6: Genesis 24:34-38, 42-49, 58-67 or
Z.echariah 9:9-12; Psalm 45:10-17 or 145:8-14 or
Song of Solomon 2:8-13; Romans 7:15-25a;
Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30.
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Missions Moment
What a great time was had on June 7, as we joined
volunteers from all over San Diego in Project
FaceLift!

After gathering at church, the group carpooled to
the City Heights neighborhood that had been
selected at the site of this energetic improvement
project. KCC’s assignment focused on the home
of an elderly couple. We painted, weeded, planted;
we dug, patched, pruned; we carried away trash;
and we had a wonderful time.

Thanks to team leader and Missions Chair Leslie
Wells, and thanks to these vigorous workers: Jerry
Cooper, Bruce Larson, John Loomis, Katie
Loomis, Carla Mathison, Janet Richardson, Brett
Robertson, and Sharon Young.

If you were unable to make it, consider joining us
for the next FaceLift! ¢

Kensington Concert Series
This series ends with a bang on Sunday, June 15, at
5:00 p.m. with the San Diego Men’s Chorus. The
region’s oldest and most accomplished LGBT
performing organization, it will be presenting its
“tribute to boy bands and Broadway babes,”
including “music from the Bee Gees, the Beatles,
and the Backstreet Boys, as well as songs made
famous by Bette, Barbra, and Bernadette.”

The chorus, under the direction of conductor Jerry
R. Foust, recently became the first choral group to
perform in the newly renovated Balboa Theater in
Horton Plaza, and is preparing for its trip to the
GALA Choruses International Festival in Miami in

July.

This delightful concert will be held at 4617 East
Talmadge Drive, with a reception following the
concert at which you can meet the musicians as
well as enjoy delicious treats. Tickets are available

at Kensington Video, 4067 Adams Avenue for $22.

If you have questions, see Series Coordinator Ron
Mortebello at rmorebello@rmotebello.cts.com.
Proceeds benefit the Friends of the Kensington/
Normal Heights Library. ¢

“Tarts And Tunes”

Postponed
This rollicking fundraiser for the KCC music
program originally scheduled for June 22 has been
postponed by the remodeling of Lander Hall this
summer. Anyone who has seen Lander Hall in its
current state of demolition will not be surprised to
learn that “Tarts and Tunes” will need to wait for a
tew months. Watch your for more details.

Vacation Plans

Pastor Bruce Larson plans to take three of his four
weeks of annual vacation this summer. One week,
from June 27-July 3, will include step-daughter
Karen’s wedding! Then, from July 29 to August 14,
he will be in Michigan’s Upper Peninsula, visiting
family and enjoying the woods.

If you need pastoral care during Bruce’s absence,
please call Rev. Alexis Solomon (619-995-4192). She
will also be preaching on Sunday, June 29. ¢

What Would Jesus Do?

Ever think, “If only I had some extra money, then I’d
be able to give more generously for social justice”?
Well, our tax refund checks are coming. The
government wants us to spend the money on
ourselves. Financial gurus want us to invest it. But
what might Jesus want?

We propose that all who are not faced with a financial
crisis consider giving away some or all of this money
to the poor, the homeless, the hungry and to
organizations working to change the systemic causes
of these conditions. We encourage you to prayerfully
consider the possibilities.

This is not a plea for money to go to our church
needs. This is a plea for prayerful consideration of
willing, loving, extravagant giving to those we are
called to consider as the Christ knocking at our door.

Rich Wayman
Chair, Stewardship Committee 4
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A Message From Our Interim
Conference Minister

[Re recent criticism of Trinity UCC and re Senator
Obama’s decision to leave that church:] ...Have we
forgotten, friends, that this is a United Church of
Christ with freedom of the pulpit, with the right and
responsibility to plan its own worship life as it sees fit,
just like every other UCC church? Would we even
remotely want a church to change who it is or how it
worships to satisfy the media or public opinion? This
church has experienced extraordinary scrutiny and I
believe the Senatot's decision was as much about
relieving that incredible pressure as anything else.

As I have mused about this whole thing, it occurs to
me that if somehow the media was present in every
UCC church every Sunday for a span of time, I would
hope with all my heart that it would hear something
that confronts and challenges our way of life and
behavior in this country from many pulpits. No, I
don’t mean explicitly political speech. What I mean is
that the church is called to follow Jesus and when our
understanding of the way of Jesus differs from some
action or policy of the government or public official,
somehow the gospel should challenge and confront
that. If we who preach are not offering that challenge
or confrontation from time to time, in biblically
grounded and theologically sound ways, in my
opinion something is missing. Different preachers
may discern different matters of concern to address —
from our neglect of Darfur to health policy for
children to police behavior or whatever. But God
loved the world enough to send Jesus to save the
world — not just me or thee, but the world. As we
follow Jesus, our care for the world should be evident
in the prayers, preaching and service of every church.

At least that’s how I see it. Thanks for receiving my
thoughts.
Blessings in Christ,
Jane Fisler Hoffman ¢

Looking Ahead

Mark August 16 on your calendars for the UCC
Partnership churches’ annual picnic at Emerald Hills
Park. Watch your for news of special
entertainment and other fun! ¢

Are You Getting It?

“It” is the , an every-other-
month publication of the United Church of
Christ. It comes in two sections, the first filled
with articles and information about the
denomination as a whole, and the second focused
on our own Southern California-Nevada
Conference.

It’s absolutely free, and you’re entitled to it! If
you are not receiving the paper now, please let
Donna in the church office know at 619-284-
1129 or info@kcc.sdcoxmail.com. ¢

Pilgrim Pines Awaits You
There is still time to sign up for one or more of
the great experiences offered at Pilgrim Pines
Camp and Conference Centert!

Youth and children of all ages can find a broad
variety of programs in a serene mountain setting.
Retreats and gatherings for adults are also
available. For more information, check out
www.pilgrimpines.org. 4

Partnership Churches

Plan 2009 Retreat For Women

Your Input Sought!
University City United Church Women invite all
women who are interested to help plan a
Women’s Retreat being scheduled at Pilgrim
Pines for the spring of next year, Friday evening,
April 24 through Sunday, April 26, 2009.

We want your ideas and input. We especially
want this retreat to have a mixture of women
from all our partnership churches. We welcome
and encourage all women from our UCC
churches to join us for the 2009 Spring Women’s
Retreat.

An early fall planning meeting will be announced.
If you are interested, please contact Judy
Wilkinson at rwilkinson@san.rr.com or at 858-
459-1538. 4
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Prayer List
Please remember these people
David Adams
Kathleen Andrews
Nancy Brest
Carolyn Devine
Bob Guerra
Zosimo Jadloc
Charlene Moore
Charlie Schroder
Those who are unemployed
The family and friends of JoAnn Bachman, Chris
Bishop, Bruce Campbell and Helen Dodds

To get a name added to this list, please contact the
church office (info@kcc.sdcoxmail.com or 619-
284-1129) or the (klarson26(@cox.net or
619-501-1187). Also, please let us know when it’s
time for the name to be removed from the list. 4

Congratulations
...to Karen Jenks, daughter and step-daughter of
Katherine and Bruce Larson and Catl Jenks, and
David Aro Zobel, son of Diane Aro and David
Zobel, upon their June 28 marriage!

Please Pitch In!
Do you enjoy your Sunday morning doughnut?
Or that tasty coffee, tea, or juice? How about the
all-church breakfasts on the first Sunday of each
month?

We have lots of great opportunities to eat together
in fellowship. But the supplies aren’t free. Please,
as you take your tasty treat, drop a contribution
into the “Refreshment Donations” basket found
on the table.

Thank you for your consideration. 4

Please Accept Our Apologies
KCC’s phone system’s glitches continue. A
temporary but unsatisfactory fix is in place; when
you have trouble getting through, we apologize.
Please keep trying! 4

All-Church Breakfast

Come enjoy the food and fellowship between the
services on Sunday, July 6! With construction
continuing in Lander Hall, we’ll set up on the patio
and enjoy the summer outside. 4

Christian One-Liners

Come as you are — you’re not too bad to come in
and you’re not too good to stay out.

Come in and have your faith lifted!

Give God what’s right — not what’s left!

Since God gave us two ears and one mouth, God
must have wanted us to do twice as much listening

as talking.

If you don’t stand for something, you’ll fall for
anything.

If God is your co-pilot — you’re in the wrong seat!
Forbidden fruit creates many jams.

The problem ahead of us is never as great as the
Power behind us. ¢

June Birthdays

2 Bethia Dinning, Damon Schamu

3 Kristin McKenney, Janet Richardson
6 Jonathan Burkett, Justin May

7 Helen Apgar

8 Amanda Short, Susan Curtin

10 Marian Brewster, Duke Clark
11 Gayle Trempe, Scot Wais

13 Mai Ling Mclnnes

14 Cindi McClain

15 Alexis Solomon *

17 Virginia Lantry

19 Marie Trischman *
20 Erin Ross, Andrew Trempe

21 June Winters

22 Christopher Apgar
23 Sheila Naismith
27 Leslie O’Toole

If your name, or the name of someone you love,
should be added to this list, please let Donna know
at 619-284-1129 or info@kcc.sdcoxmail.com. 4
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Thanks To All These Generous Donors To KCC’s Capital Campaign!

Abbott, Shannon

Allen, Barbara and Brock

Anderson, Janie

Apgar, Bob and Vicki

Apgar, Helen and Robert

Arjona, Oscar

Bachman, Joann

Barber, Gail and George

Barnier, David

Barrett, Froman

Bart, Janice and Richard

Bast, Fred

Baumbaugh, Joel and Marsha
Dodds

Berger, George and Virginia

Berkshire, Jeannette

Billingsley, Henry

Borger, Dawn

Bourda, Betty

The Boyle Family

Brammer, Joyce

Brewster, Marian

Brimhall, Jennifer and Lee Howeth

Brimhall, Jessie

Broselle, Carl and Susie

Broselle, Dennis and Judy

Bryan, Russell

Burgess, Margaret

Cardoso, Raul

Ceriani, Carol

Ceriani, Martha

The Chaffee Family

Christison, Susan

Clark, Duke and Marg Stark

Clark, Florence

Coopet, Jerry and Lilian

Cooper, Marie

Craig, Betty

Crane, Kit

Cross, Ellen

Curtin-Schamu, Susan and
Damon Schamu

Davis, Pauline

Davis, Carolyn and Stephen

Day, Amy Lightner

DeBlanc, Ernest and Paula

In Memory of Lilah DeVries

Diener, Mary

DiMille’s Ttalian Restaurant

The Dixon Family

Downing, Margaret and Rex

Ehlers, Bill and Sue

Eilers, Barbara and Bill
Elkins, Atlene

Elkins, Julia

Ely, llah Jo

Frontis, Bill and Carol

In Memory of Irv and Mary Frontis

Gary Payne Photography

Generoli, Betty

Gentry, Alison and Scot

In Memory of Glenn Grantham

Greer, Marjorie

Griffin, Colleen and Robert

Guepin, Beth and Tony

Gutierrez, Abel and Mary

Hanford, Richard and Winnie

Harrison, Amy and Powell

Hartung, Barbara and James

Hasler, Carrie and James

Hengst, Mary Annah and Nolan

Holloway, Betty

In Memory of Betty Holloway

Holloway, Richard

Holloway, Stephen

Hosler, Kathy

The Hueramo-Breidenstein Family

Hughes, Ralph and Jerrie Stringer

KCC’s Aerobics Group

KCC’s Chancel Choir

KCC’s Junior High Youth

KCC’s Preschool Parents
Auxiliary

KCC’s Preschool Parents
Auxiliary’s Officers

KCC’s Senior High Youth

KCC’s Young Adult Group

Kelsen, Sylvia

Kennedy, Betty

Kieta, Gladys

KVH, Inc.

Lander, Bertha

Larson, Bruce and Katherine

Loomis, Debbie and John

Loop, Eatline

Lowe, Robert

Marcoux, Alice

Mason, Ben and Edith

McCarthy, Bonnie and Brendan

McClain, Cindi and Mick

McClure, Lucretia

McKenney, Catl and Rebecca

Medigovich, Milica

Miller, Joan

Mortrison, Joann

Naismith, Sheila

Neal, Jay and Jayne

Nelson, Marian

The Nicolls Family

Nielsen, Margaret and Paul

Odle, Joe and Mallie

Parkinson, Bob and Mary

Patch, Beverly

Payne, Gary and Zoraida

Payne, Patricia and Robert

Payne, Sharon

Perrigo, Robert and Wendy

In Memory of the Perrigo family

Peterson, Judie and Shelton

The Playman Family

Prisby, Don and Marie

Rhee, Kristine and Robert

Sapier, Jacques and Susanne

Schroeder, Mary Ann and Paul

Short, Laura and Tim

Slocomb, Eleanor

Sly, Elisa and Jonathan

Stephenson, Cathy and Dude

Swann, Mary Jane

Thomas, William

Thompson, Margie and Steven

Trempe, Gayle and Mike

Trempe-Thomas, Jennifer and
Patrick

Trischman, Jackie and Jay

Unger, Patricia

In Memory of Amy Utz

Valenzuela, Walter

Vancott, Nancy

Vavra, Kay

Vik, Mary

Vreeland, Helen

Walker, Andrew

Walker, Elizabeth

Ward, Jim and Penny

Wayman, Dick and Joan

Wayman, Rich

Wells, Leslie and Tom Wheeler

Wender, Jacqueline and Paul

The Williams Family

Winn, Amy and Kevin

Winter, Zoa

Young, Sharon

There’s still room for your name!
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UPCOMING EVENTS

WOMEN’S SPIRITUALITY GROUP
PLACE: KCC CONFERENCE ROOM
WHEN: TUESDAYS, 10:00TO 11:30 A.M.

NON-PROFIT ORG
US POSTAGE
PAID
SAN DIEGO, CA
PERMIT NO. 2731

LEARN: LECTIONARY BIBLE STUDY
PLACE: KCC CONFERENCE ROOM
WHEN: TUESDAYS, NOON TO 1:00 P.M.

MEETING: EVENTS COMMITTEE
PLACE: KCC CONFERENCE ROOM
WHEN: MONDAY, JUNE 16, 6:30 P.M.

CONCERT: SAN DIEGO MEN’S CHORUS
PLACE: 4617 EAST TALMADGE DRIVE
WHEN: SUNDAY, JUNE 15, 5:00 P.M.

MEETING: COUNCIL
PLACE: KCC SANCTUARY
WHEN: TUESDAY, JUNE 24, 7:00 P.M.

BREAKFAST: ALL-CHURCH BREAKFAST

O a PrACE: KCC LANDER HALL
m m WHEN: SUNDAY, JULY 6, 9:15 A.M.
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